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the apprenticeship of William Chamberlain. After a
long and thorough period of apprenticeship he set up
in business for himself as a shoemaker in Milk Street,
and in these premises the family business was success-
fully conducted through four generations. William
Chamberlain not only founded the business in which
his family were to follow, but established also the
pattern in which their type was set. He was a vigor-
ous and competent man of affairs, sound in the
conduct of his business, and conscientious in the dis-
charge of matters connected with the company and
the vestry. Like most city tradesmen in those days,
William Chamberlain lived over his warehouse and
concentrated his interests upon his own locality.
Again, like many tradesmen, the Chamberlains were
Nonconformists, their particular form of religion
being Unitarian. It might be thought that the Act
of Uniformity would have prevented the Chamber-
lains as Nonconformists from occupying civic posi-
tions at this time. Like other dissenting tradesmen,
however, they overcame this statutory obstacle by
the practice of what was known as occasional con-
formity; that is to say, they took the Sacrament
from time to time as a matter of form in order to
attain the minimum requirement necessary to qualify
for civil office. So it was that by the time of his
death at seventy-five William Chamberlain, Unitarian
shoemaker, had become Mr. Churchwarden Chamber-
lain of St. Lawrence Jewry and father of the
Cordwainers' Company and of the new Cordwainers'
Hall. He was buried in Bunhill Fields, the burying
ground of Dissenters which harboured the mortal
remains of John Bunyan and Daniel Defoe.

At the time of William Chamberlain's death in
1788 his son was thirty-six. This son, the first Joseph
Chamberlain, resembled his father in his energy and
business acumen. Like his father too, he rose through